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Honorable Joel T. Breybill
House of Pepresentatives
«seblagton 23, I C.

Dear & ¢, Broyhill

This is in reply to your letter of 29 June 1962 1o b v, bigCone
with regard to the posaibility of furnishing assistance (0 the Melcan
Velunieer Fire Deparisiont.

We agree wholeheartedly that thia {fiar srgeaisation has
previded uxcoellamt service, both fire fighting equipnent and use
of ambulance, whenever the Central Intelligence Agency has had to
call oa it

We have mads » thorough scarch of our aathositien in order
o ascertain i & mmeans sxists by which ithis Agency =ighi properly
tendar financial assistance 1o the Melean Fire Departiient,. We
regrat thas we have found ne such sutheorization. Cn the comirary,
tha Compiroller General, in a deeision reportes at 2é Comp. Cen. 332,
prohibits the use of appropriated funis la payruent for {ire protection
services provided the ¥edeoral Goverament by a locai volumteer fire
deparinent, The situstion there iavolved the MNavy Departnient’s
proposal Lo contract with » hiontgormery County Veoluateer Fire
Department Loz five protection for its dnwtsi Tayleor Model Basia
at Carderock, Harylsad.

The Comptrotler Censral's decieion wosid appear w0 b in
accord with your satement that the MMelean Fire Usparisisni, under
existing rogulations, camnot and does not wish 16 charge for its
sexvices. We {esl the decision would be no diffarent in the case of 2
donation since a gift of Federsl funds, regariless of the Comptroller
Cenexal's decision would require the specific sathorisation of the
Congress.
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Ws regret that we are unable to give you a movre faverablc reply
and assure you that our failure to do so does nat stera from a lack of
appreciation of the services provided by the McLean Veolunteer Fire
Dspartment.

We camnot, of course, state what the Secretary of Defanae {Civil
Defense) or the General Services Administration may or may not do to
assist with the problem, pursuant to whatever special authorities they
may have. However, we are following up on your lstter with the reguest
that all possible assistance be accorded the feLeosn Volunteer Flre
Department consistent with thelr axisting suthority,

Sincerely,

LI - 13

lLawrence R, Houston
General Counscl
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